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How the maggots reach the sheep
The blow- or maggot-fly deposits its eggs in open festering wounds such as often result after castration, or docking, and in wet or dirty wool. Any open wound that can be reached by the flies may become infected with the eggs. Sometimes the wool becomes soiled with urine, manure or blood from cuts after shearing operations. The open places in the skin become infected with pus-forming germs and this, together with any foul odor about the wound, attracts the flies. Cleanliness is the arch enemy of all flies, because they seek only filthy places to deposit their eggs.
The eggs deposited in the wounds hatch very rapidly and develop into what are commonly called screw-worm maggots on account of their spiral markings. This peculiar shape probably enables them to wriggle their way into the flesh or matted wool. The front end of the maggot is provided with hooks to aid in digging its way into the flesh.
Many of the maggots eventually drop from the wound or infected wool to the ground where they make another quick change and turn into flies ready to infect other animals. It is well to remember that it is the maggot stage of the fly that injures the sheep. The adult fly acts as the means through which the eggs are placed in the wounds. The maggots irritate the wounds and cause the animals so much discomfort that they continually try to rub or bite the infected places.
Treatment and prevention
Infested wounds or patches of wool may be treated with chloroform or any of the coal-tar sheep dips. This kills the maggots, after which they should be washed or picked out from the wound. To prevent further infection after the animals are treated, smear pine-tar over the wound.
The more numerous the flies, the greater is chance for the disease to occur. Blow-flies breed in decaying matter and an unburied animal is ideal for the development of these flies.